


HOW WE ARE  
BREAKING BARRIERS.
The Josh Gibson Foundation was created to honor 

the legacy of one of the greatest home run hitters 

and most feared sluggers of any era. This year, 

we are honored to celebrate the 20th anniversary 

of our Gala. Through the generosity of our Gala 

sponsors for the past two decades, we have raised 

funds to help benefit the youth of the Pittsburgh 

community. All in Josh’s name.

Gibson was playing for the Pittsburgh Crawfords 

then and he hit a ball so high that nobody saw 

it land. After looking at the empty sky for a few 

moments, the umpire finally ruled that if the ball 

wasn’t going to come down, it had to be ruled 

a home run. The next day, the Crawfords were 

playing in Philadelphia, when, in the middle 

of the game, a ball came falling out of the sky 

and was caught by the centerfielder. “Gibson!” 

the umpire shouted. “You’re out! Yesterday! In 

Pittsburgh!”

– �From Robert Peterson’s classic  
“Only the Ball Was White.” 
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CELEBRATING THE LEGACY  
OF THE NEGRO LEAGUE.
There’s no better time to celebrate the legacy  

and accomplishments of the Negro League.

• �Prominently acknowledged in all events signage; print materials and 

media outreach: TV, Radio and all social media 

• �Six reserved tables of ten with premier seating at the Josh Gibson 

Foundation Gala at the Wyndham Grand Hotel in Pittsburgh, PA

• �VIP reception with Honorary Chair and Josh Gibson Legacy Award 

Recipient at the 2026 Josh Gibson Foundation Gala 

• �Invitation to present the official Josh Gibson Legacy Award to a  

Celebrity All Star on stage at the 2026 Gala

• �Company name, logo, and link recognized on the home page of  

the official Josh Gibson website

• �Premium limited-edition giveaway with corporate name and logo

• Tickets and VIP reception at the America250 Negro Leagues Symposium 

• �Full-page ad recognition in all programs

• �All social media recognition on Facebook, X, and Instagram

$100K SPONSORSHIP LEVEL

OFFICIAL
“LEGACY SPONSOR”  

of the 2026 Negro League  
Celebration including:

Josh Gibson Negro Leagues Youth Classic: August, 14 - 16, 2026
Location: Josh Gibson Field, Pittsburgh, PA

America250 Negro Leagues Symposium: October 23, 2026
Location: Senator John Heinz History Center

Josh Gibson Foundation Gala: October 24, 2026
Location: Wyndham Grand Hotel, Pittsburgh, PA
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LEARNING FROM THOSE WHO ARE 
STEEPED IN HISTORY.

Watch some baseball at the Youth Classic, then enjoy learning 

from a panel of speakers with a background of knowledge 

about the Negro Leagues.

Josh Gibson Negro Leagues Youth Classic: August, 14 - 16, 2026
Location: Josh Gibson Field, Pittsburgh, PA

America250 Negro Leagues Symposium: October 23, 2026
Location: Senator John Heinz History Center

• �Corporate name and logo recognition signage for Symposium  

and Youth Classic

• �Media acknowledgement as “Presenting Sponsor” of both  

Symposium and Youth Classic

• �Tickets and VIP reception at the America250 Negro Leagues Symposium

• �Symposium and Youth Classic programs: Name and logo on cover  

of Playbill size program and full-page ad

• �Company logo on Pittsburgh youth team uniforms for Josh Gibson 

Youth Classic

• �Company executive “throws out the first pitch” at Josh Gibson 

Youth Classic

• �Opportunity for corporate spokesperson to speak before game 

and/or at workshops at the Youth Classic

• �Four reserved tables of ten with premier seating to the 2026 Josh 

Gibson Gala to be held October 24, 2026 at the Wyndham Grand 

Hotel in Pittsburgh, PA

• �VIP reception with Honorary Chair and Josh Gibson Legacy Award 

recipient at the 2026 Josh Gibson Foundation Gala

• �Full-page ad in Gala program book

• On-screen name recognition in rotating multimedia at Gala

• �All social media recognition on Facebook, X, and Instagram for 

both the Symposium and Youth Classic

$50K SPONSORSHIP LEVEL

OFFICIAL
“LEGENDS SPONSOR”  

of America250 Negro Leagues Symposium
and Josh Gibson Negro Leagues Youth Classic
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• Event Signage name and logo recognition

• �Promotion opportunity for corporate executive to address Symposium 

attendees from the stage

• �Symposium Program Ad: Full-page ad in the Playbill size program  

featuring symposium schedule, history of league, and bios of key speakers

• �Tickets and VIP reception at the America250 Negro Leagues  

Symposium: October 23, 2026

• �Three reserved tables of ten at the 2026 Josh Gibson Foundation Gala 

October 24, 2026 at the Wyndham Grand Hotel in Pittsburgh, PA

• �VIP reception with Honorary Chair and Josh Gibson Legacy Award  

recipient at the 2026 Josh Gibson Foundation  

• 2026 Gala Program Ad: Full page ad in Gala program book

• On-screen name recognition in rotating multimedia at Gala

• Social media exposure on Facebook, X, Instagram

$25K SPONSORSHIP LEVEL

“HOMER” 
SPONSOR

• Event Signage name and logo recognition

• Formal company recognition from event stage

• �Symposium Program Ad: Full-page ad in the Playbill size program 

featuring symposium schedule, history of league, and bios of  

key speakers

• �Tickets and VIP reception at the America250 Negro Leagues  

Symposium: October 23, 2026

• �Two reserved tables of ten at the 2026 Josh Gibson Foundation Gala 

October 24, 2026 at The Wyndham Grand Hotel in Pittsburgh, Pa

• �VIP reception with Honorary Chair and Josh Gibson Legacy Award 

recipient at the 2026 Josh Gibson Foundation Gala 

• Full-page ad in Gala program book

• Social media exposure on Facebook, X, Instagram

 $15K SPONSORSHIP LEVEL

“TATER” 
SPONSOR
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• Event Signage name and logo recognition

• �Symposium Program Ad: Full-page ad in the Playbill size program 

featuring symposium schedule, history of league, and bios of  

key speakers

• �Two reserved tables of ten at the 2026 Josh Gibson Foundation  

Gala October 24, 2026 at the Wyndham Grand Hotel in Pittsburgh, PA

• Full-page ad in Gala program book

• On-screen name recognition in rotating multi-media at Gala

• Social media exposure on Facebook, X, Instagram

$10K SPONSORSHIP LEVEL

“DINGER” 
SPONSOR

• �Symposium Program Ad: Full-page ad in the Playbill size  

program featuring symposium schedule, history of league, and  

bios of key speakers

• �One reserved table of ten at the 2026 Josh Gibson Foundation  

Gala October 24, 2026 at the Wyndham Grand Hotel in Pittsburgh, PA

• On-screen name recognition in rotating multimedia at Gala

• Social media exposure on Facebook, X, Instagram

  $5K SPONSORSHIP LEVEL

“FOUR-BAGGER” 
SPONSOR
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HONORING LOCAL AND NATIONAL  
FIGURES MAKING A DIFFERENCE.

Join us in celebrating the legacy of Josh Gibson and honoring those  

making an impact in Government, Civil Service, Business, Sports,  

Community Service and Education through the G.I.B.S.O.N. awards.

• �Five reserved tables of ten with premier seating at the Josh Gibson  

Foundation Gala October 24, 2026

• Formal recognition from event stage

• Prominently listed in all event materials

• Exposure in all media outreach and news releases

• Full size step & repeat signage recognition

• On-screen name recognition in rotating multimedia at Gala

• Back cover ad in Gala Playbill size program book

• �Tickets and VIP reception with Honorary Chair and Josh Gibson Legacy  

Award recipient 

• �Negro League Memorabilia

• Present Scholarship Award on Stage at the 2026 Gala

• Silent Auction Presenting Sponsor

• �Invitation to the Josh Gibson Negro Leagues Youth Classic Games  

August, 14 - 16, 2026

• �VIP reception at the America250 Negro Leagues Symposium: October 23, 2026

• �Opportunity to write a personal message in the Gala program book

• �Company logo and link recognized on the Josh Gibson website  

home page

• �Social media exposure on Facebook, X, Instagram

$50K SPONSORSHIP LEVEL

OFFICIAL
“LEAGUE LEADERS SPONSOR”  

of the 2026 Josh Gibson Foundation Gala

October 24, 2026 at the Wyndham Grand Hotel, Pittsburgh, PA
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• �Naming rights for one of six (6) G.I.B.S.O.N. Awards that will be  

presented to community leaders during the 2026 Josh Gibson  

Foundation Gala on October 24, 2026

• One table of ten people at the Gala

• �Opportunity for organization representative to present G.I.B.S.O.N. 

Award during Gala

• �Company name and/or logo included in advertising and other 

communications associated with the Gala.

• �Company name, logo, and link recognized on the home page of 

the official Josh Gibson website

• Inclusion in the Josh Gibson Foundation’s social media campaign

• �Full page color ad in prominent position in the 2026 Gala’s 

printed program

OFFICIAL
“G.I.B.S.O.N. AWARD SPONSOR”

100244 P.O Box
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233

Sgibson@joshgibson.org
412-589-1906

Josh Gibson Foundation
Negro Leagues Celebration Gala

$10K SPONSORSHIP LEVEL



The Josh Gibson Foundation has years of experience working with at-risk youth. 

Proceeds from our event sponsors will go towards supporting youth education and 

recreation programs, including:

• �BOSA (Business of Sports Academy): An innovative three-year curriculum for  

high school sophomores, juniors and seniors to view many options in sports  

beyond the playing field, as a potential career path for their future. 

• �After-School Program: Housed in partnership with Ozanam Basketball Program  

at the Ammon Recreational Center, kids are assisted with homework and mentored  

in life-skills by tutors of Duquesne University. 

• �Cultural Program: Students learn many different topics through this program  

including the history of organized labor in Southwestern Pennsylvania, the steel  

industry, the jazz age culture of the Hill District in Pittsburgh, the history of  

Homestead, the plays of August Wilson, and Negro League Baseball.

• �Camp Challenge: A summer camp program for youth which includes both  

educational and recreational activities.

• �The Josh Gibson Baseball Academy: The foundation partners with the Pittsburgh 

Pirates, Massaro Corporation, the Allegheny County Housing Authority and Major 

League Baseball to offer league programs for youth ages 5 through 12.

• �Boys2Men Mentoring Program: Motivational guest speakers from the local  

community are invited to speak with male students grades 4 – 8 of Pittsburgh  

Langley K-8. They speak with kids about the future including career options,  

personal growth and taking responsibility to improve oneself. 

• �STEAM Program: An on-site after-school program for sixth, seventh and eighth  

grade students and Pittsburgh Classical Academy (PCA) Middle School with a focus 

on STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics) education.

WHERE DO MY  
SPONSORSHIP PROCEEDS GO?
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Tom Rooney
tomrooney@trseg.com

(412) 337-5200

Audra Mitchell
audragmitchell@gmail.com

(412) 519-2484

Kim “Bogey” Bogesdorfer
 bogey@theconsultbox.com

(412) 855-5433

Josh Gibson Foundation   |  P.O. Box 100244, Pittsburgh, PA 15233

For more information, contact:


